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Welcome
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Hymn
Long ago, prophets knew
Christ would come, born a Jew,
come to make all things new;
bear his People's burden,
freely love and pardon.
Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring!
Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing!
When he comes,
when he comes,
who will make him welcome?

God in time, God in man,
this is God's timeless plan:
he will come, as a man,
born himself of woman,
Chorus

Collect for Purity
Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Penitence
When the Lord comes,
he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness,
and will disclose the purposes of the heart.
Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins.
Lord God, we have sinned against you;
we have done evil in your sight.
We are sorry and repent.
Have mercy on us according to your love.

Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our
sin. Renew a right spirit within us
and restore to us the joy of your salvation;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Absolution

Prayer for the Day
Almighty God,
purify our hearts and minds,
that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again as
judge and saviour
we may be ready to receive him,
who is our Lord and our God. Amen

First Reading  Isaiah 40: 1 - 11
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak ten-
derly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her
term,     that her penalty is paid, that she has received from
the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.
A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the
Lord,     make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be
made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the
rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be
revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of
the Lord has spoken.”
A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All
people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field.
The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the
Lord blows upon it; surely the people are grass. The grass
withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand
forever.
Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings;
lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good
tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here
is your God!” See, the Lord God comes with might, and his
arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense
before him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will
gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead the mother sheep.

Hymn
Lo, he comes with clouds descending,
once for favoured sinners slain;
thousand thousand saints attending
swell the triumph of his train:
alleluia! alleluia! alleluia!
God appears on earth to reign.

Those dear tokens of his passion
still his dazzling body bears;
cause of endless exultation
to his ransomed worshippers:
with what rapture, with what rapture, with what rapture,
gaze we on those glorious scars.

Yea, amen, let all adore thee,
high on thine eternal throne;
Saviour, take the power and glory,
claim the kingdom for thine own:
O come quickly, O come quickly, O come quickly,
alleluia! come, Lord, come!

Gospel Reading Mark 1: 1 - 8
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark
Glory to you, O Lord.

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of
God. As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,  ‘See, I am sending
my messenger ahead of you,   who will prepare your way;
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: “Prepare the
way of the Lord,  make his paths straight”’,
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people
from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in
the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed

Mary hail! Though afraid,
she believed, she obeyed.
In her womb, God is laid:
till the time expected,
nurtured and protected,
Chorus

Journey ends! Where afar
Bethl'em shines, like a star,
stable door stands ajar.
unborn Son of Mary,
Saviour, do not tarry!
Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring!
Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing!
Jesus comes!
Jesus comes!



with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he
ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, ‘The one who is
more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to
stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized
you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Address Dr. Nick Land

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of
God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of
one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was
incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and was
made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose
again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the
Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Hymn
Hills of the North, rejoice,
echoing songs arise,
hail with united voice
him who made earth and skies;
he comes in righteousness and love,
he brings salvation from above.

Isles of the Southern seas,
sing to the listening earth,
carry on every breeze
hope of a world's new birth:
in Christ shall all be made anew,
his word is sure, his promise true.

Lands of the East, arise,
he is your brightest morn,
greet him with joyous eyes,
praise shall his path adorn:
the God whom you have longed to know
in Christ draws near, and calls you now.

Shores of the utmost West,
lands of the setting sun,
welcome the heavenly guest
in whom the dawn has come:
he brings a never-ending light
who triumphed o'er our darkest night.

Shout, as you journey on,
songs be in every mouth,
lo, from the North they come,
from East and West and South:
in Jesus all shall find their rest,
in him the sons of earth be blest.

Prayers

The Lord’s Prayer

Hymn
Lord, the light of Your love is shining,
in the midst of the darkness, shining:
Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us;
set us free by the truth You now bring us -
shine on me, shine on me.
   Shine, Jesus, shine,
   fill this land with the Father's glory;
   blaze, Spirit, blaze,
   set our hearts on fire.
   Flow, river flow,
   flood the nations with grace and mercy;
   send forth Your word, Lord,
   and let there be light!

Lord, I come to Your awesome presence,
from the shadows into Your radiance;
By your blood I may enter Your brightness:
search me, try me, consume all my darkness -
shine on me, shine on me.
   Shine, Jesus, shine ..

As we gaze on Your kingly brightness
so our faces display Your likeness,
ever changing from glory to glory:
mirrored here, may our lives tell Your story -
shine on me, shine on me.
   Shine, Jesus, shine ...

Banns & Notices

Blessing

Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord
In the name of Christ. Amen.
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